STATE BAR COUNCIL OF MADHYA PRADESH

(Statutory Body Constituted under the Advocates Act, 1961)
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In the case of Writ Petition (Civil) No.1319/2023 (M.Vardhan V/s Union of India
and others.) dated 18.11.2025 has mandated that any laywer having any individual and
varied grievances may apply before the High Powered Election Committee for redressal
for their individual issues. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the High Powered
Election Committee may approach the High Powered Supervisory Committee. The
decision taken by the High Powered Supervisory Committee shall be final. No Civil
Court or High Court shall entertain any petition (s) against the decision. The orders
passed in “M.Vardhan V/s Union of India and others” (Supra) has been uploaded in
the website of State Bar Council of Madhya Pradesh i.e. www.sbcofmp.org.

-2

mmmmﬁzsmﬁr%mmm

Porzmggare 3:-
NOTIFICATION

directions issued by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
4.02.2026 & 16.02.2026 passed in Writ Petition (Civil)
No. 1319/2023 (M. Varadhan vs. Union of India & Ors.) and connected matters, the
High-Powered Election Committee for the State of Madhya Pradesh has finalized the
election Schedule for conduct of election of State Bar Council of Madhya Pradesh.
Notice is hereby given that election to constitute the State Bar Council of Madhya
Pradesh shall be conducted as per the schedule mentioned below.

The election shall be conducted by the High-Powered Election Committee for the State of
Madhya Pradesh, as directed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court & the election programme is

In compliance with the
vide Order dated 18.11.2025, 0

as under:-
ELECTION PROGRAMME
@ Particulars ‘ Date

27.02.2026

mme of Issue of Election Notification _”f
Elblication of Provisional Electoral Roll i”f 16.03.2026

3 \Est Date for Filing Objections to Electoral Roﬂr 24.03.2026

1RER

Publication of Final Electoral Roll J' 01.04.2026
IFiling of Nominations
['6 |[Scrutiny of Nominations [ 15.04.2026 & 16.04.2026
[7 |[Publication of List of Candidates 17.04.2026
_; Withdrawal of Candidature & publication of finall[20.04.2026, 21.04.2026 & 22.04.2026 till
| |list 4:00 PM
9 |[Publication of Final List of Contesting Candidates][ 22.04.2026 at 5:00 PM |
10 |[Date of Poll 12.05.2026
L
1 Commencement of Counting From 16.06.2026 &




Note:-

1. As per the decision of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, 30% reservation is to be

provided to women candidates (20% by way of direct elections and 10% by way of
co-option/election). Therefore, in view of the total strength of 25 members in the
State Bar Council of Madhya Pradesh, the High Powered Election Committee
resolved to conduct elections for 5 seats, as being reserved for women candidates,
and to fill 2 additional seats for women by co-option. Accordingly, the break-up total
number of seats shall be as follows:-
¢ 18 elected members
® 5 elected women members
e 2 co-opted women members
2. The nomination fee for all candidates, except physically abled persons, is Rs.
1,25,000/- (one lakh twenty five thousand rupees) and the cost of the nomination
form is Rs. 5,000/- (five thousand rupees). The nomination form will be provided
in two sets.

In light of the order dated 05.01.2026 passed by Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India in Writ Petition(s) (Civil) No.(s) 1261/2025, the Committee has resolved
that the nomination fee for differently-abled (physically handicapped)
advocates/contestants for the Elections-2026 shall be Rs. 15,000/- (fifteen
thousand rupees only) and the cost of the nomination form shall be Rs. 500/- (five
hundred rupees). )

“According to Clause 2(b) of the Madhya Pradesh Rights of Persons Wth
Disabilities Rules, 2017, the term ‘Benchmark Disability’ refers to a person In
respect of whom a certificate has been issued by the District/Divisional Medical
Board certifying a disability of 40% or more.

The above fees shall be paid through a Demand Draft/Challan in favour of
“High Powered Election Committee, State Bar Council of MP”, payable at
Union Bank of India, SBC Branch, Jabalpur.

3. For the purposes of election schedule office working hours shall be from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
PART-3
Apart from the Qualification/Disqualification as provided by the Bar Council Rules
(mentioned below), the orders passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
time to time in various writ petitions shall also be applicable.

BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA RULES (FOR
QUALIFICATION/DISQUALIFICATION AND PRODUCE FOR ELECTION

AND CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE ELECTIONS OF S.B.C/B.C.1.) 2023*

Rules and Amendments. In order to improve the standard of the Bar Councils and to
ensure the elections only of practicing Advocates as Member of Bar Councils, who have
no bad antecedents and to stop the inclusion/election and/or continuation of Advocates
having criminal antecedents or misconduct, the Council has resolved to make the
following Rules and Code of conducts. The Rules are being framed under section 7(1)(b),
(d), (g), (c) read with section 49(1)(a), (ah), (i) of the Advocates Act, 1961. The Hon'ble
Members also raised the issue of laying down the qualifications and disqualifications for
being a voter in the State Bar Council and for becoming and/or remaining a Member of
State Bar Council and Bar Council of India.

Accordingly, the office has framed and proposed the rules for such qualifications and
disqualifications and also certain Code of Conduct has been provided for the candidates
contesting the elections of State Bar Council and Bar Council of India.

A Code of Conduct is also equally important for the Members of Bar Councils. The
House accordingly resolves to make the following rules under Section-7 r/w section-49 of
the Advocates' Act, 1961. Besides some mandatory guidelines for fair election and to
avoid unnecessary delays in counting process are also necessary to be considered, which
are prescribed herewith.

Further, the Bar Council of India vide its resolution dated 9th June 2023 has resolved that
any other previous Rules/provisions in this regard, which are in anyway contrary or are in
conflict with these rules, shall be deemed to have been repealed, and these rules shall
have overriding effect over all other previous rules.

As per the verdict of Hon'ble Supreme Court dated 5.2.2018 passed in T.C. No. 126 of
2015, the three men-Central Election Committees/Tribunals headed by a former Chief
Justice of some High Court and consisting of two former Judges of any High Court(s)
was to be constituted by the Bar Council of India; and the B.C.I. has already notified
Rules in this regard vide Notification dated 30.12.2020 in accordance with the verdict of
Hon'ble Apex Court. The part of those Rules which are not in any way contrary to this
Rules shall remain operative.

In order to bring certain reforms in the rules and procedure of elections of Bar Councils,
these resolutions were also brought on record of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India vide

Noré




]\_,Vf}) I‘[\I\](:) 58122332%[;%0?[3 in M.A..No. 859 of 2020 in S.L.P. (C) No. 5440 of 2020 and in

1% INO. . The Council, thereafler, reconsidered all these Resolutions again on

9t!1 June, 2.023 and the decision to get it published in Official Gazette was taken after

, minor modifications.

Therefore, any other previous rule/resolution or provision notified prior or subsequent to

30.12.2020, if is contrary to the above order of Hon'ble Apex Court, shall be treated to

have been repealed.

v CHAPTER 1

QUALIF[CAT]ONS AND l)lSQUALlFlCATIONS

1. Qualifications for being a voter in the clections of State Bar Council. -Any
Advocate enrolled with the concerned State Bar Council who is a regular practitioner as
per Bar Council of India Certificate and Place of Practice (Verification) Rules, 2015 (as
amended from time to time) shall be entitled to be a voter in the elections of Bar Council
subject to other conditions mentioned herein.
2. Disqualifications for being 2 voter.-If an Advocate is a convict in any Criminal Case
or in Contempt Case, he/she shall not be qualified to be a voter of State Bar Council. Any
Advocate who is a defaulter under Rule-40 of Bar Council of India Rules (prior to nine
months from the date of election) shall not be a voter for the elections of State Bar
Council. (However, the State Bar Council may waive this condition and include the name
of any Advocate in the list of voter, if he/she clear the dues under Rules 40 before the

publication of final electoral roll).
3. Qualification for being a Member of State Bar Council(s). € Who
regular practitioner and not a convict and who has not been punished by any Disciplinary

Committee (of Bar Council or Bar Council of India till the period before 9 months of the
election), shall be entitled to contest the election of State Bar Council. The Advocate
should have a valid certificate & degrees duly recognized by concerned State
Government. Any enrolment procured on the basis of an invalid certificate or degree shall
not be treated to be valid for being a Member of any State Bar Council, irrespective of the

inclusion of such Advocate on the State-roll.

-Any Advocate who isa

4. Disqualification for being a Member of State Bar Council(s) and Bar Council of
f any Bar Council should not have been

India. An Advocate, for being a Member 0

punished by any Disciplinary Committee and/or should not be a convict. There should be
no Criminal case of serious nature (prescribing punishment for 7 years or more) pending
against him/her prior to 9 months of the election. There should be no Disciplinary
Committee Case pending before 9 months of election against him/her. He/she should be
regular in practice and should not be in any other job or occupation. Any Advocate doing
work of Handwriting expert or appearing as a witness in support of any litigant, shall not
be eligible to be a Member of any Bar Council.

Note. The nomination form of every such election of State Bar Council/Bar Council of
India should contain the column to the aforesaid effect and the proposer/seconder and the
candidate shall be required to make the declarations in accordance with these rules,
failing which the nomination paper shall be rejected. Any concealment shall attract
appropriate disciplinary and criminal action, besides the cancellation of candidature
and/or removal from Membership of concerned Bar Council/Bar Council of India.

CHAPTER II
mbers of Bar Council.-Flashing/Publishing threatening

lign image of anybody. illegal self-gain shall amount
ularity or cancellation of candidature in election

4 5. Code of Conduct for Me
74 statement with ulterior motive to ma
to misconduct, which may result in pop

or removal of a Member from any Bar Council.
6. Code of Conduct for State Bar Council Elections. A. Offering or accepting anything

either in cash or in kind for casting vote in favour of any candidate shall be treated to be a
serious corrupt practice. Any complaint in this regard, if proved before the Central
Election Tribunal/Committee (constituted vide Notification as per order of Hon'ble Apex
Court in T.C. Case No. 126/2015, dated 5th February, 2020) shall result in cancellation of
the candidature of such person; or such member may also be removed, from the Bar
Council, even after result of election. In case of such removal, the last candidate who was
in the queue of elimination, shall be inducted as a Member of State Bar Council.

B. Taking shelter of mal-practice, using hate speech or anti-national or anti-institutional
speech, using offensive or defamatory words or threatening words against any Judge, Bar
Council or any candidate or making false or vague or bald allegation with an intent to
damage the reputation or image of any candidate or Member shall be treated to be serious
misconduct and corrupt practice; and if proved finally before the Central Election
Committee/Tribunal, such conduct/practice may debar such candidate from contesting
election; And if any such person has been declared elected, the Central Election
Tribunal/Committee may remove such person from the membership of the Bar Council or
Bar Council of India.

C. Any offensive or defamatory or provocative message or statement or video or audio or
speech made viral on social, electronic or print media may be a_lﬂﬁ;%n(ial and substantive
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evidence to attract the provisions of these rules and may be sufficient for the punishment
under these rules.

D. Any such offensive/defamatory message or statement or video or audio or speech or
threat on any media (social, electronic or print) may disqualify a candidate from
becoming a Member of State Bar Council or Bar Council of India.

E. The Central Election Tribunal/Committee may also debar such persons from
contesting the next election or if the charges are very serious, he/she may be debarfed
from contesting any election of any Bar Council in future by the Central Election
Tribunal/Committee.
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